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Abstract

This research aimed to study the political climate and behavior of persons
involved in the 2020 election of the council members and chief executive officer (CEO)
of the Khon Kaen Provincial Administrative Organization (PAO). The authors employed
a holistic single case study design and data were collected by analyses of related
documents, interviews, and a province-wide survey. Key findings are as follows. Khon
Kaen was the province with the most candidates for the 2020 PAO elections: there
were 177 candidates for the council members and ten candidates for the CEO. Most
of the candidates were not explicitly affiliated with any national political party. A
different approach to campaigning from previous PAO elections was the use of social
media platforms. Still, it was found that traditional methods—e.g., staging campaign
speeches, knocking on doors, distributing leaflets and brochures, advertising on
billboards, etc.—were still employed by most of the candidates. The voter turnout on
20 December 2020 accounted for 59.39 percent of all eligible voters. The survey results
indicate that the majority of people showed a very high level of interest and
anticipation of the PAQO elections. It was also found that the national political climate
and the exchange of benefits had the least impact on their decision-making. The
election results revealed that 22 out of 42 winners for the council member seats were
former council members from the 2012 election. Pongsak Tangwanichkphong, who
served as the CEO of Khon Kaen Provincial Administrative Organization since 1998,

again won the election but with dramatically lower votes.

Keywords: election, local government, provincial administrative organization,

survey, case study
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Executive Summary

The election of council members and chief executive administrator (CEO) of
the Khon Kaen Provincial Administrative Organization (PAO) on 20 December 2020 was
eight years away from the election of the CEO of Khon Kaen PAO on January 8, 2012
and the election of council members of the P Khon Kaen PAO on 27 August 2012. This
abstention from local elections raised expectations and stimulated the public interest
in Khon Kaen. The current research aimed to explore the political climate and behavior
of those involved in the 2020 elections of the Khon Kaen PAO council members and
CEO. The research objectives were four-fold: 1) to study the political climate of the
2020 elections of the Khon Kaen PAO council members and CEO; 2) to study the
political behavior of the candidates to be elected as council members and the CEO
of the Khon Kaen PPAQ; 3) to study the political behavior of the voters and the factors
affecting their vote decisions; and 4) to study the management of elections of the 2020
elections of the Khon Kaen PAO council members and CEO. The researchers
employed a holistic single case study research design and collected qualitative and
quantitative data by document analyses, interviews, and a province-wide survey for
the period between November 2020 - April 2021.

The main findings of the research are as follows.

Registration of candidates. Regarding the registration of candidates for the
2020 elections of the Khon Kaen PAO council members and CEO, there were 177
candidates who passed the qualification examination for the election of 42 available
council member seats. Meanwhile, there were ten candidates who passed the
qualification examination for the election of the Khon Kaen PAO CEO. With these
many candidates, Khon Kaen was the province with the most candidates for the PAO

elections in the country. The province was divided into 42 electoral districts.

Connection between local and national politics. The results found that the

ten candidates for the CEO of Khon Kaen Provincial Administrative Organization did
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not specifically declare or show themselves affiliated with any national political party
or clearly linked to any national politician. However, there were local political groups
that link candidates for the CEO election with candidates for the council members of
the PAO. Some candidates for council members announced themselves or showed
affiliation with political groups at the national level. For example, twelve council
member candidates in twelve electoral districts showed their affiliation with the
Progressive Movement. Moreover, some council member candidates have the same

family names with of national politicians.

Campaigning. In the campaigning of candidates for PAO elections, there were
different patterns and methods from the previous elections. The campaigning methods
still persisted are staging public speeches, knocking on the door, distributing leaflets
and brochures, advertising on billboards, etc. However, the number of campaigns
through billboards, posters, flyers, or even mobile cars were found to be noticeably
lower. There was a new kind of campaigning that was different from the past: social
media campaigning. For example, many candidates took advantage of Facebook
advertisements. The research also found that prohibitions stipulated in the Election of
Members of Local Councils or Local Administrators Act of 2019 and the Election
Commission Regulation on Campaign Procedures and Prohibited Characteristics in
Election Campaigns for Members of Local Councils or Local Administrators of 2020 not
only created unnecessary burdens and misgiving of breaking the rules on the
candidates themselves but also acted as a cause for concern or blocking the
opportunity to keep the general public and supporters from campaigning and

promoting their favorite candidates.

Voter turnout. The elections of Khon Kaen PAO council members and CEO
was held on Sunday, 20 December 2020. For the election of council members, the
total number of eligible voters was 1,418,994 and 842,740 of which appeared to
receive ballot papers, accounted for 59.39%. Out of the total number of ballot papers
used to vote, 82.01% of which were declared valid, 12.41% were declared invalid,
and 5.57 were abstained votes. For the election of the CEO, there were 1,428,037

eligible voters, and 847,527 of which appeared to receive ballot papers, accounted
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for 59.35%. Out of the total number of ballot papers used to vote, 90.04% were valid,

3.9% were invalid, and 6.06% were abstained votes.

Voter behaviors. Results of a survey in Khon Kaen reveal that a quarter of the
people were anticipating the PAO elections at the highest level. Based on the
respondents’ opinion, the top three most commonly used campaigning techniques for
political communication with the public were mobile cars with amplifiers, handing out
flyers, and knocking on doors. For factors affecting their voting decisions, the survey
results show that the majority of the constituents were neither attached to the
national political climate nor the exchange of benefits between candidates and
themselves. They rather put more weight on the policy of the campaign and the

person.

Election results. For the election of Khon Kaen PAO council members in 42
electoral districts, among the 42 winners, 22 people won the previous election in 2012.
It also found that although some former members of the PAO council did not run for
the 2020 election in their original area, they propose or support candidates who are
part of their family to run for the election. The result of the CEO, Mr. Pongsak
Tangwanichkphong, who has served as the CEO of Khon Kaen PAO since 1998, again
won the election with 49.25% of the votes. It should be noted that, in the previous
election, he won the seat with 77.88% of the votes. This difference indicated that Mr.

Pongsak was significantly less popular among the Khon Kaen constituents.
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