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Abstract

The new era of fake news originating with the 2016 US presidential election has made many
countries aware that spreading false information does not only affect individuals, any group, or any race,
like in the past, but also society, economic system, culture, politics, and democracy. An important
factor is the Internet and social media, which makes the forwarding and sharing of news faster and
wider. This means that false messages, distorted news, or incorrect information collectively called “fake
news” in general has also increased. Many countries are rushing to find measures including the legal
measures to deal with the spread. Thailand also faces this problem. In the past, beside setting up an
anti-fake news center by Thai government, a network of facts checking by the public sector and the
process for media literacy for the public are also established. However, in terms of legal measures, a
problem that should be studied about the existence of the specific law dealing with the spread of false
information in online media in Thailand. If it is not the case, is it necessary and how to legislate the
specific law? If the law already exists, how effective is the law? Are there any issues to consider by the
state especially the law affecting the rights and freedoms of citizens and the freedom of the media
presenting news? More recently, academics, activists, and mass media belled out to warn society about
using the terms "fake news" in more accurate meaning due to the political connotations. The term “fake
news” has no clear and accurate definition, and hence, it has been so diversely interpreted. The
governments in some countries have used the term as a tool to block the public opinion and the
opposing media through the vague legislation and stricter enforcement. It is even more necessary to
study whether Thai law is in this situation or not and how. This research aims to point out the problem
and answer the question.

From the study it was found that many countries still choose to use measures to “Self-
Regulation” in private sectors, “Fact Checking Network” and creating “Media Literacy”. Rather than
using strict but vague laws. However, some countries have enacted new laws or amended existing laws
for this purpose. In addition to imposing offenses on those who spread false information, it also specifies
a variety of data management methods, such as blocking access, ordering service providers to delete
data or suspend the use of online accounts. There are even announcements to warn users about areas
where false information is frequently spread. For Thailand, currently the Computer related Crime Act of
2007 already has provisions to manage false information in online media. But there are still many
problems, such as not having a definition of false information, lack of diversity in management methods
and the imbalance between controlling false information and protecting civil liberties. This should be
revised by setting a framework for interpreting the term “false information”, adding, or modifying
methods for dealing with that information. Even enacting provisions to deal with false information in
specific laws instead of dealing with all matters of false information with a single law like in the present

due to the risks of being used as a political tool, or infringes too much on people's freedoms.
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226 Bird & Bird LLP, ‘What does the future hold for French anti fake news laws?’ Lexology (January 2019)
<https://www.lexology.com/library/detail.aspx?e=2bd6dde0-6e3c-4055-bce5-fcf3a31b868a> accessed 10 March 2023.
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2023.

228 |bid and Amnesty International Public Statement, ‘Ttrkiye’s ‘DISINFORMATION LAW’ Tightens government
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n0.1102/2022, CDL-P (2022) 032, October, 2022: 3.
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243 Food Administration Act, article 3.
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2% Disaster Prevention and Protection Act, article 53 (3).

247 Disaster Prevention and Protection Act, article 53 (4).
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2% Disaster Prevention and Protection Act, article 3.

2% Communicable Disease Control Act, article 63.

20 Communicable Disease Control Act, article 4.

21 Communicable Disease Control Act, article 9.

22 Communicable Disease Control Act, article 64-1.

2% “Virus Qutbreak: CIB finds suspect behind ‘cyanide’ Facebook post’ Taipeitimes (February 2020)
<https://www.taipeitimes.com/News/taiwan/archives/2020/02/10/2003730709> accessed 16 May 2023.
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TYLAawIN 3) ANLAUNTIUAITUINIS (Administration Sub-Committee) FaUsENBUAILR N

265¢pustralian Code of Practice on Disinformation and Misinformation’ DIGI <https://digi.org.au/wp-content/

uploads/2022/12/Australian-Code-of-Practice-on-Disinformation-and-Misinformation-FINAL-_-December-222022.docx.pdf>
accessed 6 March 2023.

266 The Digital Industry Group Inc. (DIGI) <https://digi.org.au/about/>

%7 See ‘Transparency Reports’ (DIGI) <https://digi.org.au/disinformation-code/transparency/> accessed 6 March

2023.


https://digi.org.au/wp-content/%20uploads/2022/12/Australian-Code-of-Practice-on-Disinformation-and-Misinformation-FINAL-_-December-222022.docx.pdf
https://digi.org.au/wp-content/%20uploads/2022/12/Australian-Code-of-Practice-on-Disinformation-and-Misinformation-FINAL-_-December-222022.docx.pdf
https://digi.org.au/about/
https://digi.org.au/disinformation-code/transparency/

109

9A7Y WAZHWNUIINETINAWINOATIVABUNTANTUNITAUNGNATTEUTTNY wag 4) nau
Y d' . . P a o aAaa v =3
TULARBUNITAIUN (Signatory Steering Group) tasannus¥vmalulagidviala 9 Aniuaiuise
Y mdnassenussalluufuald Wilddnmnzindessiuasuy wisdeuluauBnves DIGI Wity
] & o Y A Y a o A Y ] Aa a 1A o v a = v Y
nguautiazvimiingigliusenau q denanfidnsinieudulunisdadulaifeddundn

ATILIVTTUNNLVINDINITUNAUBLUIN

a

ﬁ’m%’uﬁuﬁé’iyiy1/1U%@’mQ’s";mawmé}’aw;jﬁ’ammé’miimmimﬁ Fatauntulaedn
The European Union’s Code of Practice on Disinformation Wuwuamg Ae®®
1) eenanasmstesfusunsoanmsunsnszaevestoyaiiduiendeliifunuads
UUUNAANBTUYDININ
2) anmslawanuazanusigslalumsaireneldannmsunsnszanevesteyaiiduiiauas
Ualou
3) haudeliiulaluanuvasadenazaiiuanysalvesuinisuasnan fasives
wwanvlesy

Y

4) wngmnaunglduimsunanesulunisindulafensudeyadidvia wazdiglininin
& o < 0o 8 v v a vy
ansaszylemnduianagyihlndlanale
5) uAnulusslaneltunisiawuIn1anIssies
6) atvayunuifeviuiieasisaudilavesaisisuvwieriuieyaiiduiiouas
UALUaU Ay

7) Uszyduius wieweuwnsuiasnisiitdiiededivdeyailuianazdadauly

s
LNAANDIUVDIRNU

4.2.3 1A39919N15M5298UTBLN9395AVNIUNYIR (International Fact-Checking
Network - IFCN)
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U.S. Department of State, the National Endowment for Democracy, Google, Facebook, ;ﬂﬁﬁ%

268 OECD, “Voluntary Code of Practice on Misinformation and Disinformation’ <https://www.oecd.org/ stories/dis-

misinformation-hub/voluntary-code-of-practice-on-misinformation-and-disinformation-1feObe59/> accessed 6 March 2023.


https://www.oecd.org/%20stories/dis-misinformation-hub/voluntary-code-of-practice-on-misinformation-and-disinformation-1fe0be59/
https://www.oecd.org/%20stories/dis-misinformation-hub/voluntary-code-of-practice-on-misinformation-and-disinformation-1fe0be59/
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%69 ‘International Fact-Checking Network Transparency Statement’ Poynter <https://www.poynter.org/inter

national-fact-checking-network-transparency-statement/> accessed 6 March 2023.
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%5 0SIS (n 283).



119

lassadanugiuainnislandltueuan autagtuealadelanaiedudindueudaendelulan
lawwes wivenmileninanuaiunsasinanuaealadedumnisnisdulunisdaaiunisnsiumig
ARVIARDUIZYITUMY

& =y = o AN v § va v ¥ a a Y] Y 1w v

Aausi a.a. 2010 Tsaseuvessgluealatledalvinisunsnideninesiunisiviviudeya
Lilusedandng 9 vestudsuiniandsusdsyuiadesyauniuinseniuuvesniiaeulimnzeay
[ VY] =3 o A a A a <@ 13 = I 4 a o
fuigveunan Useneudvdsnisiseunisasunuananniivlednisdine 1w n1sgu afliudu
(Animation) visewnude 4 s uwilundnaasseiutuliseutinsousousewivn “Gowazdnsna”
@ a v v = Y = = d’lj = = = [ aal [
Widvdsauis 35 galus Feazdilomasuisunuimvesdsiazdoasuiavuludsan A5n15veu
vodlodaiiiy 35n15vauves Bots way Trolls sauviaisdesiunuies dniseuaglaiteouiniy
WLANANILAZLENUEZSEINTBIRISINUANNAATIY wiasdeyaileiolduazuiasdy uazesodls
au 9 TuNTIATIZATANING LazuaniniloanivididunallsuisudsausivnaaniiuLi
WNenfudelilundnansme dmiussduamingrdetuduioussgnesnwuulidudouiuiely
ansala “dornundudeuiavarsfiweuuds” agludayavniansedng q 1 wiilugiusn o 2z
LdflwuunegeuseiuAnieiaIesiiauseiliunanisiuivesdnissutdnAnuwidengnd uasaun
AudiduAdviaveealaily wardrinuensguusindnriuuuneaeuseulatninieumeany 20 4o
d‘ a % [ ¥ Q"Q A v (3 [ a v o [
WeUszdiwinwglumsnsiaduteyantalou Ingldvevduiianuisninwmanulasndenisly

¢ Y ° ) ! | I a a = & ¢ v

wosvetedalaetuies dwmsunguussyvuglng laglangegredangeeedadulandviime
ag9n SsuratealaionersmtiaueUssinumaiiniunislavan MIUsEn1AUINIsasITME

nsyeRgkuulln wagduaminisiuiviudeyseItieaisanunseniniiinduniUseina

4.4.2 d11ine1utainun193ningn (Psychological Defence Agency) UssinAgatau

Feanufnainasfianisunsnuesnisdendailufasfetuludoutusiou 9103y
AeUszimakuntsUdesteyaiiiudfiauasindou dull a.a 2022 alulddads “drineu
Josumsdning ” Tuedrafunianis?’ dadumhenuvesisuianieldnsenssnanlny &
Hvnedfiededunislideyaifia waenisunsnussnisidendienauselesiasisnsvosadio

Nglseina lnganivegedaniade Ju uazdniiu dmhivanlunshlidulaldinteya
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