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Abstract

Political representation is one of the most complicated concepts in the field of political philosophy
and theory. That is one concept but several conceptions. However, this very idea has an exception impact
on the political system especially in the democratic regime. The political representation process is the
starting point that citizens in the particular electorate create or appoint the representatives and link the
citizens from their private sphere to the public sphere of politics.

This research can be divided in two main parts. The first part is to survey and group the conception
of political representation by using the documentary research method. The second part is to present the
application of the idea of political representation in Thai politics especially after the adoption of the 1997,
2007 and 2017 constitutions. The second part takes the different method by using the in dept interview to
the key informants who take prominent part in drafting those constitutions.

For the first part of the research, the concept of political representation can be divided to three
conceptions. The first is the idea of political representation as agent, the second as trustee and the final as
advocate. The first conception (agent) portraits the representatives as ones who must represent the wills,
needs and interest of the constituency without arbitrary presenting those wills. The second conception is
the idea of trustee. The representatives have the room to interpret the wills, interest and the needs of the
constituency in the condition that the representatives calculate and interpret those wills with their moral
conscience and act on the behave the national interest not mere their constituency. The last conception,
the idea of advocate combines both elements from the idea of agent and trustee. The representatives must
represent the wills, needs and interest of the constituency but they can interpret and present those wills
altogether. The condition to interpret is not just the moral conscience of the representative or act on the
behave of the national interest but the ongoing process between the representative and the constituency
which is reciprocal change the ideas and wills between both parties.

This research surveys all these three conceptions and presents that the last conception is more
plausible to grasp the social reality; however, when any ideas that originate from the foreign soil have to
take root in another land, then those ideas will be inevitably stretched and twisted to suit the new soil. The
very idea of political representation shares the similar fate. This condition will show in the second part of
the research. For the second part of the research, the key informants present that at least in the 2007
constitution, there is no apparent relation between the idea of political representation and the drafting
process of the constitution. They also concern about the roles of representative before and after the election
to represent and shape the will of the constituency. This very idea is seamlessly coherent the conception
of representation as advocate. However, the constitution committee pays their great attention to the role
and responsibility of the representative by create the mixed electoral system. The first is the first-past-the-
post (FPTP) in any constituency and the second is the national level election or the proportional system
(party list). With these two types of the representatives, they can cover and present the will of the citizen
on the constituency level and the national level.

Keywords: Political representation, Thai Constitution, Election
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