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Abstract

The research of “The study of the role of King Prajadhipok after the 1932 Siamese
Revolution — The drafting of a permanent constitution” focuses on the role of King Prajadhipok
from the Siamese revolution to the drafting of a permanent constitution. There are two purposes
of this study: First is to study and explain the social context and atmospheric conditions after the
1932 revolution: Second is to explain the events and roles of the compromising between King
Prajadhipok and People’s Party after the 1932 revolution to the drafting of a permanent
constitution. This study is an event-based study with the use of historical methods of studying
the documents from the National Archives, National Library, Old newspaper, Memories records,

funeral books, and other relevant secondary evidence.

The study found that in the 1932 revolution, King Prajadhipok's decision and reconciliation
may be based on the realization of the need for the constitution to be used in the governing of
the country. Nevertheless, the international political order has an effect on the decisions as well.
However, during the changes, the king is also a "player" under the new political regime as well as
a new political group like the People's Party. The study is merely an explanation of the prologue
of the 1932 revolution. It is the beginning of a compromise between the leaders of the old regime
and the leaders of the new regime to establishes a new political system in Siam with a constitution
to rule the country. The imaginations and expectations of the “player” on the constitution are

different.
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Executive summary

The purpose of the research on “The study of the role of King Prajadhipok after the 1932
Siamese Revolution — The drafting of a permanent constitution” is to study and explain the social
context and atmospheric condition after the 1932 revolution and to explain the circumstance as
well as the role of compromising between King Prajadhipok and People’s Party from the 1932

revolution to the drafting of the permanent constitution.

This research is historical research with the use of historical evidence in comparison and
analysis. The method in this study is documentary research, using a different document from the

analysis to produce an analysis description.

This study also aims to study and explain different circumstances after the 1932 revolution
up until the drafting of the permanent constitution. It will consider the role of King Prajadhipok
in terms of political bargaining and compromise. By studying through documents from the
National Archives, such as old newspapers, old books, memoirs. and funeral books, the time
scope of the analysed document is from 24 June 1932 to 10 December 1932, which was the
beginning of the regime change. And it was a time when there was a little conflict between actors

in the society.

The study showed that King Prajadhipok's decision to compromise after the revolution is
possibly based on factors such as His Highness saw that he could not resist the need for a
constitution in Siam as it had been discussed for decades. However, what the future constitution
will look like is still a matter of discussion to be agreed upon later as seen in the addition of the
word "provisional" in the first constitution presented by the People's Party to the King. The next
factor is the concerns of foreign interference. It is a concern of both the old and new regime
leaders. It is possible that various decisions may be based on caution in foreign affairs, especially
foreign intervention. And lastly, in the situation at that time, no one can tell the point of changing,

so it is necessary to choose the path with the least loss which is to compromise.

During the drafting of the permanent constitution, there was contact between the
Constitution Drafting Sub-Committee and King Prajadhipok. This reflects his role as the main
political actor with the bargaining power and a compromise at the time. However, some evidence

reveals the disagreement between King Prajadhipok’'s and the People's Party.



For suggestions to the King Prajadhipok Museum, there should be research and publication
on documents related to the royal initiative or the royal trend of His Majesty King Prajadhipok

from the 1932 revolution to show the traces of his political ideas in a time of change.
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