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Abstract

Research on “Development of Siamese Irrigation Systems During the Reign of King
Prajadhipok, 1925-1934” aims to study the management and development of Siamese
irrigation from the late 1910s to the 1930s with the three objectives. First, studied the policy
and the irrigation system development plan during the reign of King Prajadhipok. Second,
studied the arguments and limitations of irrication project implementation from
policymakers. Last, studied the economic and social environment that affects the
implementation of irrigation policy. This report is a policy study and relies on historical
methods. The researcher relies on evidence from official documents, survey reports and

other relevant research is available from the national archives and various libraries.

The study found that Implementation of irrigation policy and development during
the reign of King Prajadhipok is the implementation of irrigation development that has
continued from the reign of King Rama VI. which is under the responsibility of the Royal
Irrigation Department However, during this period there were several obstacles to the
implementation of the irrigation programme. First, policy makers were unsure of the return
on investment in irrigation investments. Second, conditions unfavorable economic
circumstances cause investment in irrigation work to be stuck. Third, there is always a
problem of coordination between relevant agencies. This situation maked the operation not
smooth. Finally, problems of incompatibility with modern technology and land tenure
problems. People are not interested in participating in the development of irrigation in their
farmland. From the various factors, the development of irrigation in the reign of King

Prajadhipok was slow and took a long time to complete each project.
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Executive Summary

This research is a study on irrigation management in the reign of King Prajadhipok.
The objectives are the development of irrigation systems, the controversies and limitations
of irrigation projects and the politic, economy and society context to the implementation of

irrigation projects during the reign of King Prajadhipok (1925-1934)

Modern irrigation affair emerged after 1855, Siam's economic structure changed from
a subsistence economy to an export economy. The main export product is rice. Therefore,
the need for new plantations and digging canals to open new plantations and digging canals
as a transportation route for goods. In addition, the land trade became an elite activity. Later,
the Siamese government agreed to start a scientific irrigation project. Siam government hired
foreign irrigation engineers to help plan and implement modern irrigation. Siamese
government hired Mr. Homan Van der Heide, a Dutch engineer to present plans for a large
irrigation project to the government. The government, however, postponed Heide's project
until it was no longer operational. Later, when the drought and production damage was
greatly in the early reign of King Rama VI. The irrigation project was considered by the
government, again. Siamese government hired Sir Thomas Ward, an English engineer, to assist
the government in technical and irrigation planning. However, when World War | broke out,
Siam lacked funds and equipment. The Siamese government decided to implement only
one planned irrigation project, the Southern Pa Sak Project. Although the Department of
Irrigation is trying to propose a project to continue the irrigation work, but due to economic

problems, the government is unable to operate.

Irrigation project implementation during the reign of King Prajadhipok was carried out
according to plans and projects of Sir Thomas Ward. King Prajadhipok changed the name of
the Krom Todnam to the Royal Irrigation Department to convey the actual duties and
functions of the agency and to show the importance of this agency. The economic downturn
caused construction to be delayed and some projects take up to 10 years to run. The

government supports irrigation projects as far as they can. Due to the government's limited



budget for irrigation projects and more strict consideration. In addition, the implementation
of irrigation projects has to face the problem of incentives from the people to follow the
advice of the Royal Irrigation Department. As a result, the implementation and development

of grassroots irrigation cannot be carried out as it should be.

Although there were various problems, the government continued to carry out the
project simultaneously in many areas. Especially the expansion of irrigation management to
remote cities, such as the irrigation projects in Payap Province. This laid the foundation for
irrigation operation outside the Chao Phra River Basin. However, the government wanted to
see the benefits of the project but irrigation projects had indirect benefits. Irrigation projects
were fraught with problems arising from limited investment costs and expectation for
irrigation projects that differ between policy makers and practitioners. This resulted in after
the Siam Revolution of 1932 as well, especially the lack of operating costs and lack of
specialists and woodwork, always a tool for irrigation projects. But it shows that the issue of
irrigation is an important issue that the Siamese government has always paid attention to

projects.
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