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Introduction of King Prajadhipok’s Institute

One of Thailand’s challenges in reforming the country is 

the confrontation with the uncertainty from Non-Traditional Security  

directly related to the safety and well-being of the people and the 

country. Despite military threats, there are many other issues such as 

climate change, scarcity and exploitation of resources, epidemics, natural  

disasters, unexpected migration, food shortages, human or drug  

trafficking, and international crimes.

This new form of security is largely addressing threats to  

international security, which requires thorough solutions for economic, 

social and political issues as well as humanitarian use of military force 

without any territorial restriction. Conducting a study with the framework 

of one national policy is not sufficient to effectively understand this new 

threat and security management.

King Prajadhipok’s Institute as an academic institution under the 

direction of the Chairman of the Parliament realizes the importance of the 

national reform especially on the issue of the new security, so the study 

on the issue is conducted at the international level to examine the role of 

both Thailand and international cooperation for policy recommendations  

on the response to the new and effective security.
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The report is derived from the study on “Challenges of New 

Security: Thailand and Regional Cooperation”. The frameworks of the 

national and regional policy are included to present the ASEAN practice 

to deal with the current security problem. The focus is on two areas: 

the new security at urgency in both national and regional level including 

terrorism and natural disaster management.

On the behalf of King Prajadhipok’s Institute, I would like to  

express my appreciation to Prof. Amitav Acharya, Dr. Floristella 

and Mr. Blake Berger for their contribution to this report. This book is 

to provide academic perspectives for researchers, policy holders, and 

the public with an interest in the issues of new security and international 

cooperation.

 Professor Woothisarn Tanchai 

 Secretary-General 

 August 9, 2018
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Introduction from the Director of 
College of Politics and Governance 

“Challenges of New Security: Thailand and Regional Cooperation” 

is a book derived from the research called “Security in a New Form” 

initiated by the College of Politics and Governance, King Prajadhipok’s 

Institute in cooperation with Prof. Dr. Amitabh Archarya to examine the 

current security situation among the ASEAN countries especially the  

political and security cooperation in the framework of ASEAN and Thailand 

as well as solutions for the new threats in the future.

The objectives of this pursuit are based on changing security  

issues. At present, these issues are not only considered the matter of the 

state or the military, but they are also relevant to many extensive issues 

affecting the public such as terrorism, climate change, serious epidemic, 

international crimes, cybercrimes, inequality, and impacts of globalization.  

Most of these issues are beyond a control of a single state or to be  

managed in a traditional manner.

This book aims to display the current security in a new form 

through systematic analysis and discussion of theories and experiences 
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from case studies. The problems and challenges of ASEAN and Thailand 

in responding to the threats are brought to light to deal with the future 

threats. This book aims to serve academic communities, security officers, 

the public, and interested people the knowledge of new security under 

the framework of Thailand and ASEAN. 

As a director of the College of Politics and Governance,  

King Prajadhipok’s Institute, I am grateful to the contribution from  

Prof. Dr. Amitabh Archarya. Through his work on researching information  

related to the framework of Thailand and ASEAN, the analysis, the  

academic summary, and the policy recommendations are very valuable. 

I also appreciate the support from all of the faculties, researchers, and 

staffs. Moreover, the Secretary-General of the King Prajadhipok’s Institute 

and all the executives has contributed to this book. I hope this book  

will be useful in terms of concept and practice for all the readers.

 Associate Professor Dr. Panitarn Wattanayakorn 

 Director, College of Politics and Governance 

 August 15, 2018
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This research project report presents challenges of Non  

Traditional Security (NTS) to Thailand and ASEAN and identifies ways of 

mitigating and resolving them. The challenges include mobilsing resources, 

implementation of policies, ensuring effective regional cooperation and 

external assistance. There is also a need to reconcile NTS and human  

security concerns. For ASEAN, while the organization has made considerable  

progress in NTS cooperation, there remains several obstacles to more  

effective cooperation, including lack of resources, ASEAN’s non-interference 

principle, gap between official policy statements and implementation, 

and difference in security perspectives and threat perceptions between 

governments and parties. A major issue for NTS in ASEAN is how much 

support it can get from outside powers, such as China, Japan, and the 

US, which have better expertise and resources in handling such issues. 

Given the current situation of NTS in Thailand and ASEAN,  

this report offers suggestions for future research as well as policy  

recommendations. Future research should conduct more research on 

NTS challenges. These should include: human trafficking, illegal migration,  

transboundary pollution and environmental degradation more  

generally, beyond natural disasters. They need to examine in detail the 

implementation capacity of national and regional agencies in dealing with 

NTS challenges. Lastly, more specific and concrete policy measures to 

enhance national capacity and regional cooperation in dealing with NTS 

challenges in needed.
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In policy realm, the findings of the report suggest that Thailand 

policy makers should develop greater awareness of NTS and human 

security issues among the population through their inclusion in school, 

college and university curricula. Develop more national research capacity 

and in a regional network for research and action to address challenges 

of NTS and human security are also needed. It will be good for Thailand 

to establish a national center for the study of Non-Traditional and Human  

Security Issues and national center and use it as the foundation for 

developing a regional and international network on NTS and human 

security. In addition, there should be more training to government  

officials on NTS and human security issues. The KPI should develop and 

incorporate such training modules into its activities. Various defence and 

police colleges should also develop and expand their training in these 

areas. It is also recommended to organize an international conference 

on NTS in Thailand in 2018, inviting leading experts from ASEAN, East 

Asia and around the world to examine the changing nature of NTS and 

human security challenges in an era of rapid globalization.

More importantly, there should be a NTS and human security 

monitoring system, and index for Thailand and its various provinces most 

affected by NTS threats. In this project, we propose three policy tools: 

(1) Human Security Governance Index and Ranking; (2) Human Security 

Mapping in Conflict Zones; and (3) Human Security Impact Assessment.  

Human Security Governance Index and Ranking extends Human  

Development Reports to regions and districts (within states/provinces) to 

allow for more micro-studies and of the local context in which human 
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security assessments and policies must be carried out. It includes not 

only threats but also governance in its measurement. Human Security 

Mapping in Conflict Zones relates to people in conflict zones and ana-

lyzing their concerns and attitudes. Human Security Impact Assessment  

enables governments, foreign donors, multilateral institutions and  

corporations, to better anticipate the impact of their projects not just on 

development and environment, but also on security as a whole, from a 

broader perspective. All of these tools can be developed for addressing 

NTS threats Thailand and ASEAN in the next stage of this KPI-led project.
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